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Featuring these exciting presenters and topics:

Ari Ne'eman will present a keynote,
"Disability, Civil Rights and Identity: What
the Disability Community Needs in the
21st Century"

Mr. Ne'eman is the Founding President of the Autistic Self-Advocacy Network, where he initiates and directs efforts to increase the
representation of autistic individuals in public policy discussions. He is a leading advocate in the neurodiversity movement, frequently briefing
policymakers and speaking publicly on disability and autism policy issues. Appointed by Governor Jon Corzine, Mr. Ne’eman also served as
Vice Chair of the New Jersey Adults with Autism Task Force, where he represented autistic adults in reviewing the state’s autism services.
He also previously served on the New Jersey Special Education Review Commission, where he authored a minority report on the topic of
aversives, restraint and seclusion. Mr. Ne’eman previously served as the Policy Workgroup Leader for the Youth Advisory Council to the
National Council on Disability.

He is a board member of TASH and the Autism National Committee. In 2008, Ari served as the first ever Patricia Morrissey Disability Policy
Fellow at the Institute for Educational Leadership. That year, he also received the HSC Foundation “Advocates in Disability” Award, and in
2009, he received the Expanding Horizons Award from United Cerebral Palsy. Mr. Ne’eman is currently an undergraduate at the University of
Maryland-Baltimore County where he studies political science in the Sondheim Public Affairs Scholars Program and expects to graduate in
May 2010. In 2000, at age 12, Mr. Ne'eman was diagnosed on the autism spectrum.

Barb Trader will present a keynote on the
TASH National Agenda

Barb Trader is the Executive Director of TASH, a progressive grassroots organization that advances the inclusion and human rights of people
with disabilities who are most likely to be segregated, institutionalized and abused. Barb was in direct service as a recreation therapist for 17
years in parks and recreation, public schools, and non-profit agencies. An activist by nature, she facilitated the inclusion of athletes with
disabilities in the Georgia State Games and formed a wheelchair division for the Peachtree Road Race, the first major race in the country to
include wheelchair users, serving as race director the first 10 years. The 1996 Atlanta Paralympic Games were the first to be held in the
United States as a part of the overall Olympic celebration, due in part to a grassroots effort led by Barb and local ADAPT leaders that
gathered 40,000 signatures in less than 10 days. She was a founding board member for the Paralympic Organizing Committee and an
integral part of the bid process and served as the vice president for youth and community programs. She has authored and launched several
national programs, including Paralympic Day in the Schools and Express Diversity!, both aimed at helping school-aged youth understand that
disability is a natural life experience. Prior to coming to TASH, she worked in program development and director roles for the national
headquarters’ offices of VSA arts and Easter Seals.




Micah Fialka-Feldman will present on
“Through the Same Door”, focusing on
his inclusive college experiences
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Micah is one of the new wave of adults with cognitive disabilities attending college. Since first grade, when he told his parents he wanted to
go in the same door as all of his friends, he has been fully included in his school, in his community and now on a college campus. While in
high school, he was active in many clubs, ran cross country, selected to be on the Home Coming Court, and was awarded the Social Studies
Department Award for his civic involvement. In 2001 he was selected to participate in the Michigan Youth Leadership Forum and in 2002 in
the National Youth Leadership Forum. He has been a proud and active National Board Member of KASA (Kids as Self Advocates)
(www.kasa.org) for the past six years, and is a member of the teleconference committee with the National Youth Leadership Network
(www.nyln.org). He also serves on the Project Advisory Committee for the Center for Postsecondary Education for Students with Intellectual
Disabilities. Micah enjoys presenting at conferences on advocacy, post secondary education, and self determination. He presents nationally
for groups such as People First, Partners in Policy, OSEP, International Parent to Parent, Arc, NCIL, NYLN, State-wide Transition
conferences, CEC and other groups. In 2004 Micah received the “Yes | Can Award” by the Michigan Council of Exceptional Children the for
his advocacy work. He was given first place for his “Personal Advocacy Essay Contest” by the Michigan Protection and Advocacy Service,
Inc. He has written several articles for his newsletters and other publications. Family Voices awarded Micah and his family with the “Life Time
Achievement Award” in 2009. Micah's story is featured in the book, Widening the Circle: The Power of Inclusive Classrooms by Mara Sapon-
Shevin as well as in the TASH award winning documentary, Through the Same Door: Inclusion Includes College.
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activities of general education
classrooms.”

June Downing will present “Teaching
Students with Moderate to Severe
Disabilities in Elementary Classrooms:
Making it Meaningful”

Dr. June Downing is Professor Emeritus of Special Education at California State University, Northridge and prior to that was at the University
of Arizona in Tucson, where she did research and prepared teachers to work in the area of moderate, severe, and multiple disabilities. She is
a national leader in the field of special education that targets the needs of students with severe disabilities, especially with regard to inclusive
education. She has published numerou articles, chapters, monographs, and seven books on students having severe and multiple disabilities.
She served for six years on the Executive Board of TASH, an international advocacy organization for individuals with severe disabilities and
was a past president of the California Chapter of this organization—CalTASH as well as AZTASH. She has served as an associate editor of
Research and Practices for Persons with Severe Disabilities and currently serves on several other professional editorial boards. She is
presently serving as an educational consultant, traveling extensively to do presentations on various subjects.

Laura Nagle will present on social and

Laura Nagle is the President of the Northern Arizona Chapter of the Autism Society of America. She has presented locally and nationally,
focusing on her personal experiences of life on the autism spectrum.




communication considerations for
students with autism

Sheri Dollin will present "The F.R.I.E.N.D.
Program: Fostering Relationships in Early
Network Development"

Sheri Dollin, M.Ed., is the Director of Education & Training for the Southwest Autism Research & Resource Center . She provides training,
consultation, writes articles on Autism Spectrum Disorders, taught preschool, adjunct professor, is a member of the Network of Autism
Training and Technical Assistance (NATTAP) Steering Committee and the Arizona Autism Steering Committee.

Nancy and Lon Licht will present on
facilitating social inclusion at the high
school level

Nancy and Lon Licht are the parents of a daughter who has gone through the school system in general education classroom settings. They
are steering committee members for the Arizona With Inclusive Schools (AzZWINS) project.

Erin Vachon-Vierra will present “How My
Journey Shaped My World”, a
presentation on what she has leared
about successful inclusion.
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Vanessa DiCarlo will present a session
for paraprofessionals working in inclusive
settings

Jill McCollum will present a session on strategies for developing
standards-based modifications

Daniel Gulchak will present a session on school-wide Positive
Behavior Support
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Early Registration: Before May 1, 2010

Regular Registration: Beginning May 1, 2010

TASH Members* Non TASH Members TASH Members* Non TASH Members
$100 $140 $150 $200
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